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Message from H.E. Mr. AKAMATSU Shuichi
Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan
Patron-in-Chief, Pakistan Japan Cultural Association(PJCA)

It gives me a great pleasure to extend my sincere greetings on
the occasion of the publication of the PJCA 1st International
Haiku Anthology 2026, an inspiring initiative of the Pakistan
Japan Cultural Association that celebrates one of Japan’s most
cherished literary traditions.

Haiku, though brief in form, carries a profound depth of
expression. It is a traditional form of Japanese poetry consisting
of 17 syllables in a 5-7-5 pattern, and its fundamental principle
is the incorporation of a “Kigo” (seasonal word). In just a few
words, it captures moments of nature, human emotion, and
quiet reflection. Rooted in Japanese aesthetics, haiku reminds
us of the value of simplicity, mindfulness, and attentiveness to
the world around us. It invites us to pause in our busy lives and
discover meanings in the smallest of moments.

What makes this anthology especially meaningful is the
remarkable diversity of its contributors. It brings together
voices from across professions and walks of life, including
educators, academics, artists, writers, scientists, professionals
from public and private sectors, diplomats, students, and
individuals from all segments of society.

This remarkable diversity reflects a simple but powerful truth:
poetry belongs to everyone. It is not limited by profession,
status, or geography. Rather, it is a shared human language that
connects us beyond boundaries and backgrounds. In this sense,
haiku becomes a bridge between cultures and communities,
allowing individual experiences to resonate universally.



I would like to commend the Pakistan Japan Cultural
Association for its continued efforts in strengthening cultural
understanding and people-to-people exchanges between Japan
and Pakistan. Initiatives such as this anthology play an
important role in deepening mutual appreciation and bringing
our societies closer through shared artistic expression.

May this collection inspire readers to embrace the spirit of
haiku in their daily lives, to observe the world with greater
sensitivity, and to find beauty in simplicity.

I warmly congratulate all the contributors and all those who
made this publication possible.

Shuichi Akamatsu
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Message from Mr. Jamal Shah
President, Pakistan Japan Cultural Association (PJCA),
Islamabad

Art, in its truest form, does not belong to nations or languages.
It belongs to perception, to silence, and to the human capacity
to feel beyond words.

It is in this spirit that the Pakistan Japan Cultural Association
presents the 1st International Haiku Anthology 2026, a modest
yet meaningful offering to the shared world of poetry.

Haiku, in its distilled essence, reminds us that expression does
not require abundance. A moment of light, a shift in wind, or a
passing thought is enough to awaken awareness. This
anthology gathers such moments from diverse voices across the
world, each shaped by individual experience yet united through
a shared sensitivity to life’s quiet details.

As an artist, | have always believed that creativity is a bridge
between the seen and the unseen. This collection becomes that
bridge, where words become pauses, and pauses become
meaning. It is here that cultures meet gently, without assertion,
through observation and feeling.

This publication also depicts the deeper spirit of friendship
between Pakistan and Japan, a relationship enriched not only
through diplomacy, but also through artistic dialogue and
mutual respect for aesthetic tradition.

I would like to especially acknowledge Mr. Mushtagq Moeeni,
Secretary General of PJCA, under whose thoughtful
supervision and guidance this idea first took shape and
gradually evolved into this meaningful publication.
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I also extend my sincere appreciation to Ms. Hifsa Ashraf,
whose vision, dedication, and tireless leadership played a
central role in shaping this anthology. From concept to
completion, her commitment ensured the realization of this
project, including her valuable contribution to its translation
and editorial refinement.

In keeping with PJCA’s commitment to accessibility and
cultural sharing, this anthology will be freely available for
download on the official website of Pakistan Japan Cultural
Association upon publication, allowing its reach to extend
without boundaries.

May these poems invite readers to slow down, to observe, and
to rediscover the quiet poetry that already exists in everyday
life.

Jamal Shah
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An exciting joint Pakistan & Japanese haiku anthology in three
languages from poets around the globe. Sakura Fubuki is an
extravaganza of cherry blossom petals as if pink falling snow.
They leave their branches to swirl through time as green leaves
then sprout to signal the arrival of Spring’s seasonal cousin of
Summer. Then each haiku verse offers up its own “mono no
aware” poignant beauty, an apparition of melancholic passing,
to be loved if for a few seconds of our time.

Alan Summers
Founder, Call of the Page, and The Pan Haiku Review

**

From birth to life after death, poets across the globe bring to
light extraordinary moments—"in every story/cherry petals
fall/ differently.” Each page of Sakura Fubuki invites you to
drift from one shimmering haiku to another, awakening your
senses, stirring your memories, and renewing your sense of
beauty, love, hope, and dreams.

May cherry blossoms linger in your heart, blooming anew
whenever these haiku find you again.

Christine L. Villa
Poet and Founding Editor of Velvet Dusk Publishing, USA



Reading this diverse and multicultural anthology Sakura
Fubuki, inspired by cherry blossoms, | was profoundly moved
by its recognition of our shared humanity. Amid the richness of
our different cultures and perspectives, we share a universal
connection to the ever-changing yet enduring rhythm of life.
While translating and reviewing haiku, | have sought to honor
the spirit of both the original English poems and their Japanese
expressions, preserving their quiet beauty, subtle emotions, and
delicate nuances—the qualities that allow them to resonate
deeply across cultures and generations.

Yoshi Hozanshi Kohro
Coterie of Rakuen Haiku Association, Japan
Member of Modern Haiku Association, Japan

**

Sakura Fubuki is a comprehensive and authentic international
multilingual haiku anthology that beautifully unites voices
from around the world. The inclusion of carefully crafted Urdu
translations broadens its cultural reach, making the timeless
spirit of haiku accessible to Urdu readers. It stands as a
meaningful bridge between languages, traditions, and poetic
sensibilities.

Sheraz Ali

Urdu Teacher, Author, and Public Speaker

Director of Learning: MFL, Eden Girls’ Leadership Academy,
Manchester, UK



Sakura Fabuki is a blizzard of blossoms, a symphony of souls!
A rhythmic dialogue between the natural world and the human
spirit. Featuring a global spectrum of voices, this collection
finds unity in diversity while upholding the sacred brevity of
the haiku tradition. More than an anthology, it is a profound
celebration of our shared journey—a companion that awakens
the mind, opens the heart, and invites a lifetime of return.

Dr. Hamid Rafique Khattak
Poet and Literary Scholar
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About the Pakistan Japan Cultural Association
(PJCA), Islamabad

Pakistan Japan Cultural Association (PJCA), Islamabad, is a
non-profit cultural organization dedicated to strengthening
friendship, understanding, and cooperation between Pakistan
and Japan through cultural, literary, and educational exchange.
The association promotes mutual appreciation of art, language,
traditions, and heritage by organizing events, collaborations,
and publications that bring together diverse communities.

Pakistan Japan Cultural Association (PJCA), Islamabad has
also been at the forefront of promoting Japanese-form
micropoetry in Pakistan. Through its sustained efforts, poets
have composed original works and translated the poetry of
Japanese masters into Urdu, fostering cross-cultural
understanding, artistic exchange, and harmony through the
timeless art of haiku.

Declaring 2026 as the Year of Haiku, Pakistan Japan Cultural
Association (PJCA), Islamabad proudly initiated and organized
Pakistan's First International Multilingual Haiku Anthology
2026 in collaboration with the Embassy of Japan in Pakistan,
which received 657 haiku submissions from 335 poets
representing 45 countries. After careful review and revisions
where needed, the final haiku were selected for their quality
and originality. The anthology comprised English haiku along
with their Urdu and Japanese translations, photographs, and
images of cherry blossoms, reflecting the deep cultural bond
between Pakistan and Japan as an expression of cultural
diplomacy, with its central theme being the cherry blossom
(sakura)—the national flower of Japan, symbolizing beauty,
renewal, impermanence, and the blossoming friendship
between the peoples of the two nations and presenting their
shared appreciation of haiku to a worldwide audience.
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Foreword

There are moments when a quiet dream gradually takes shape
and blossoms. For me, this anthology represents such a
moment—an outcome of a long journey devoted to
strengthening cultural understanding and friendship between
Pakistan and Japan through the timeless art of haiku.

My association with Japan spans more than three decades, both
professionally and personally. Through my work with the
Embassy of Japan, the Pakistan Japan Cultural Association
(PJCA), and the Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA),
I have had the privilege of witnessing the depth and beauty of
Japanese culture and its enduring connection with the people of
Pakistan. This journey has strengthened my belief in the power
of cultural exchange as a bridge that brings people and nations
closer together.

When the concept of an international haiku anthology was first
introduced and discussed among the leadership of PJCA and
the Embassy of Japan in Pakistan, it began as a modest
aspiration. Over time, | had the privilege of witnessing this idea
develop through various stages—gaining the support of poets,
editor, translators, reviewers, and creative contributors who
collectively transformed a vision into reality. As Director
Publication, accompanying this journey and seeing the
anthology gradually take shape has been a deeply meaningful
experience.

Today, Sakura Fubuki (#%MRZE): PJCA's First International
Multilingual Haiku Anthology represents the culmination of a
shared vision inspired by the enduring friendship between
Pakistan and Japan. Enriched by the voices of poets from 45
countries, it celebrates the universal appeal of haiku and the
enduring power of literature to transcend borders. While each
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poem reflects a unique cultural and personal perspective,
together they create a remarkable blend of human thought,
emotion, and imagination. It is my hope that this anthology will
not only be enjoyed as a literary work but also cherished as a
symbol of international friendship, mutual respect, and the
lasting connections that art can inspire.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to Ms. Hifsa Ashraf, Editor,
Curator & Urdu translator, whose vision, dedication,
commitment, and editorial leadership played a vital role in
shaping this anthology. My sincere gratitude also goes to the
Japanese translators, language reviewers, designers, technical
contributors, and everyone who supported this publication.
Above all, | express my deepest appreciation to the poets from
around the world whose creativity and generosity have given
this anthology its unique character.

As this anthology reaches readers through print, our website,
and digital platforms, I hope it continues to inspire reflection,
dialogue, and friendship across cultures. May it serve as a
lasting reminder of how poetry can connect hearts and create
bridges beyond borders.

In friendship, poetry, and gratitude,

Mushtag Moeeni
Director Publication & Secretary General, PJCA
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Editorial Preface

Poetry has been an inspiring companion since my teenage
years, when | began writing in English, Urdu, and Punjabi.
From traditional poetry to Japanese-form micropoetry, this
transition has enriched my creative expression, refined my
voice, and expanded my artistic horizons. It has been a journey
worth sharing, one that has allowed me to discover the best
within myself and become one of the pioneers of Japanese-
form micropoetry in English from Pakistan, receiving
international recognition and accolades.

Among the poetry forms | practice, haiku has emerged as a
powerful medium for awareness, simplicity, and connection.
My engagement with this form deepened during my early
literary years when Dr. Afzal Khan, British MP, encouraged
me to explore social issues through haiku and share the stories
of unheard voices. This guidance led to the publication of my
award-winning debut haiku collection her fading henna tattoo
by Robin Smith, a significant milestone in my creative
expression. The experience deepened my connection with the
wisdom of saijiki, where the changing seasons taught me to
observe nature with mindfulness and express human
experiences with greater understanding and compassion.

The same poetic vision that guided my creative expression
found resonance while editing and curating the Pakistan Japan
Cultural  Association Islamabad’s first international
multilingual haiku anthology. As a landmark initiative, this has
been a deeply meaningful experience. It began as a simple
thought and has transformed into a reality beyond my
expectations. From its initial concept to the final collection, this
endeavour enriched my understanding of collaboration,
creativity, and connection through shared human experiences,
while leaving me with invaluable memories to cherish.
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Sakura Fubuki is not simply a haiku anthology; it nurtures a
sense of belonging where poets capture fleeting moments of
life, bringing together nature, humanity, and emotions through
the symbolism of cherry blossoms. Reflecting the wabi-sabi of
nature, the ma of silence, and the yiigen of human experience,
this collection embraces the many shades of existence, from joy
and beauty to sorrow and quiet farewells—exploring our
relationship with nature, one another, and the universe.

Connecting with poets and engaging in creative dialogues with
many of them about what shaped their haiku was a deeply
rewarding experience. Their genuine approach and artistic
insight reflected the true spirit of haiku. The Urdu and Japanese
translations, along with photographs and images, enriched this
anthology. While translating the poems into Urdu, |
experienced the delicate art of translation, where capturing the
spirit and essence of each poem requires sensitivity, creativity,
and thoughtful interpretation across languages and cultures.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Embassy of Japan in
Pakistan, particularly H.E. Mr. Akamatsu Shuichi, Ambassador
of Japan to Pakistan, for his kind appreciation, and to the PJCA
Executive Team, Mr. Jamal Shah, and Mr. Mushtaq Moeeni,
for their guidance and encouragement throughout this creative
endeavour.

As editor and curator of PJCA’s First International
Multilingual Haiku Anthology, | feel honoured and humbled to
contribute to this historical milestone in cultural diplomacy
between Pakistan and Japan, where poets from diverse cultural
backgrounds have woven Sakura Fubuki into a tapestry of
shared expression through the universal language of poetry.

Hifsa Ashraf
Editor & Curator
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Contemporary/Modern Haiku in English
(without a strict syllable count)

Translations
Urdu and Japanese

(We have kept the translations simple while preserving the
essence and meaning of both the original and the translated
haiku. There may, of course, be other valid translations as
well, since haiku can be expressed in different ways without
losing their core imagery, tone, expression, or spirit).
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Haiku Sections

(haiku arranged by continent, with no particular order within
each section)



Japan and Pakistan




Where petals tell stories

Japan and Pakistan bring together haiku where cherry
blossoms quietly accompany the rhythms of everyday life.
From real and imagined hanami to dusty roads, leisurely walks,
birdsong, nestlings, shared stories, tea, and careful footsteps
among fallen petals, the poems celebrate glimpses of wonder
and shared experience. Alongside these gentle scenes linger
memories of a tsunami, whispered conversations, and quiet
resilience, revealing sakura as a witness to both fleeting joys
and enduring sorrows. Through these images, these haiku
reflect the harmony of nature and companionship while
preserving a deep relationship between people and the
changing seasons.



sky hazy with cherry blossoms
or is it Asian dust
creeping in?
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Sadaaki Numata

Tokyo, Japan

(Former Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan)



early morning walk
the endless rows of
sakura shimmering
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Mohammad Azim Khan
Peshawar, Pakistan



vernal equinox—
nesting gouldian finches
in oshima cherry tree
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Saad Ali
Pakistan and United Kingdom



young cherry blossoms —
in the town once engulfed
by tsunami
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Hiroyuki Murakami
Nishi Tokyo, Japan



April morning—
cherry blossoms drift
across my path
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Maryam Qureshi
Islamabad, Pakistan



in every story
cherry petals fall
differently

SO
adluedsz
Tkl

EDYFELHOBYIRELGNY

Zahra Tanveer
Lahore, Punjab, Pakistan



by the Embassy of Japan in Pakistan
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mother and child
in a new pair of shoes
cherry blossom viewing
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Emiko MIYASHITA
Kawasaki, Kanagawa, Japan
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viewing sakura
falling petals slow
my steps
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Wareesha Iftikhar
Haripur, Pakistan
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cherry blossoms fade
the breeze whispers
through bare branches
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Kainat Tanveer
Faisalabad, Pakistan
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umbrellas waiting
for the marionette clock to move—
cherry blossom storm
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Yoshi Hozanshik KOHRO
Shimonoseki, JAPAN
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cherry blooms
in the air, kaleidoscopes
of butterflies
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Shaheen Shah
Peshawar, Pakistan
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by the Embassy of Japan in Pakistan
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jagged old bench
dried petals stuck
between the memories
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ShezaT.
Hyderabad, Pakistan
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cherry tea. . .
we talk about
our younger days
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Keiko lzawa
Yokohama, Kanagawa, Japan
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bulbul’s call
from the cherry blossoms
first spring
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Sohail Ahmed Siddiqui
Karachi, Sindh, Pakistan
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cherry blossoms
she leads her blind son
through the orchard
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Dean Williams
Kyoto, Japan
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the close-up
cherry blossom zooms in
on me
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Yasir Farooq
Karachi, Pakistan
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Where blossoms meet the skies

Asia unfolds as a landscape where cherry blossoms accompany
both the extraordinary and the everyday. From mountain
valleys like Hunza Valley in Pakistan and tranquil gardens to
journeys, paintings, and quiet moments beneath blooming
trees, these haiku celebrate love, gratitude, childhood wonder,
and solitude. Alongside scenes of grace and tenderness are
echoes of caregiving, loss, and nature's untamed power,
portraying the cherry blossoms as a steady anchor through joy,
hardship, memory, and optimism. The poems honor the lasting
harmony between people, places, and the turning of the year.
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Hunza Valley—
pink blossoms drift
beneath the frozen peaks
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Nurzusilawati Nadzri (Malefik)
Terengganu Darul Iman, Malaysia
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peace—
brimming the border
sakura petals
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Monica Kakkar
India and United States of America
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cherry blossoms
drifting in the wind
birdsong
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Ramya Attanayake
Kandy, Sri Lanka
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ikebana —
town square
fills with cherry blossoms
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Ram Chandran
Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India
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petals falling—
a child stops midway
with his little question
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Ashraful Musaddeq
Dhaka, Bangladesh
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sakura rain
how their songs blend
the sky and earth
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Kala Ramesh
Chennai, India
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cherry blossom
she tilts her umbrella
for a better view
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Bidyutprabha Gantayat
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, Bharat
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snowbound garden—
daydreaming of cherry trees
in blossom
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Natalia Kuznetsova
Moscow, Russia
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Shakuhachi tunes
under the cherry blossom
a sign language choir
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Lakshmi lyer
Trivandrum, Kerala, India
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cherry blossoms
a child lets go
of the kite string
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Meghna Gupta
New Delhi, India
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dancing sakura—
lighting the path
at the crossroads
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Nethmee S. Akmeemana
Colombo, Western Province, Sri Lanka
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washing the veranda
untouched
one wet blossom
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Nalini Shetty
Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
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Dean Williams, Kyoto, Japan
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barely any blues
morning walk
beneath sakura
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Leena Anandhi
Kochi, Kerala, India
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cherry blossoms
a lingering fragrance
after your smile
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Nur Fahima Noorddin
Selangor, Malaysia
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cherry blossoms—
the photographer pauses
for the wind
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Neena Singh
Chandigarh, UT, India
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winter evening
the cherry tree stoops
to let the light pass
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Merlin flower
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
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spring breeze
cherry petals fall
into a begging bowl
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Alvin B. Cruz
Manila, Philippines
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cratered air—
cherry blossoms
fill a void
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Vishal Prabhu
Kullu, India
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cherry blossoms
in mother’s eyes
the baby’s face
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Shanthi Saravanan
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
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sakura viewing
friends reunite
under the tree
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Akifa Shazzad Prova
Chattogram, Bangladesh
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old book store...
between travel sketches
a cherry blossom petal
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K. Ramesh
Chennai, India
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cherry blossoms
after the rain —
low piano notes
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Rashmi Buragohain
Assam, India
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brutal wind
blossoms bumping
into blossoms

Iyt
Sl
Lu)ﬂ.’;

TEREELTEENSDONYT

Pegah Rahmati Nezhad
Tehran, Iran
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old mansion
through the cracked ceiling
cherry blossoms
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Debarati Sen
West Bengal, India
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by the Embassy of Japan in Pakistan
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cherry blossoms —
as the nurse untangles
his ring

—JALEz
LL&JWJ)U‘&
EhHSE
BEBEMDIBHET I &

Sathya Venkatesh
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
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cherry blossoms fall
in the spring breeze
soft whispers
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Ahmad Zafri Bin Supian Sauri
Kuantan, Malaysia
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zen garden
ripples of gravel cradle
the cherry petals
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Milan Rajkumar
Imphal, India
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cherry petals
the sky not there
but there
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Kavita Ratna
Bangalore, Karnataka, India
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evening drizzle
I lean to catch
a drifting petal
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Manoj Sharma
Kathmandu, Bagmati Pradesh, Nepal
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sakura breeze
a toddler's
puckered smile
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Mona Bedi
Delhi, India
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pink blossoms—
children’s laughter
uninterrupted
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Princes Rose Manuel
loilo, Philippines
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how simple
cherry blossoms become
smiles for all
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Pravat Kumar Padhy
Bhubaneswar, India
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sakura...
who will see
the next time it blooms
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Somu Sakthi
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
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texture art—
cherry petals stick
on wet canvas
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Radhika De Silva
Colombo, Sri Lanka
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parting sunshine...
an empty bench
by the cherry trees
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Kajol Mhatre
Navi Mumbai, India
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cascading branches
by the moonlit bridge
weeping cherry blossoms
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Christina Chin
Subang Jaya, Malaysia
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Maya Hiromi, Ehime Prefecture, Japan
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fallen cherry blossoms
my beloved braids
spring in my hair
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Nadia Jesmine Rahman
Nainital, Uttarakhand, India
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cherry blossoms
i look up
in gratitude
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Rupa Anand
New Delhi, India
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spring breeze —
sakura
in my sharbat
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Vaishnavi Ramaswamy
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
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your love
how it unfolds
cherry blossoms
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Tejendra Sherchan
Kathmandu, Nepal
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cherry petals
lingering in the air
your promises
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Srinivasa Rao Sambangi
Hyderabad, India
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a song of spring
drifting down
cherry blossoms
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K. Rajakumaran
Vedaranyam, Tamil Nadu, India
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cherry blossoms
after lingering fog
a trace of light
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Nusrat Jahan Nipa
Barishal, Bangladesh
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distant cherry
waking, at home
to red gulmohar blooms
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C. Oulens
Delhi, India
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sakura rain
two swans
forming a heart
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Bipasha Majumder (De)
West Bengal, India
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warning shot—
white cherry petals
in the mud
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Federico C. Peralta
San Jose Del Monte City, Bulacan, Philippines
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spring sky—
a sakura tree blossoms
in my dream
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Arunachalashiva Ravisankar
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
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late spring—
cherry petals scatter
across the soldier's grave
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Arvinder Kaur
Chandigarh, India
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petals drift softly
like pink snow —
quiet memories
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Lanzz
Terengganu, Malaysia
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adorned hut
by a hilly track —
cherry tree in bloom
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Ram Krishna Singh
Dhanbad, Jharkhand, India
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windfall flowers...
daughter's bare feet
gathering scent
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Ravi.G
Pondicherry, India
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returning to
an unfinished mandala
swirling sakura
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Billy Antonio
Laoac, Philippines
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Where celebrations meet farewells

Europe explores a rich tapestry of haiku where cherry
blossoms intertwine with everyday life, memory, and history.
The poems move through weddings and funerals, celebrations
and farewells, childhood and old age, while rivers, moonlight,
spring breezes, birds, and rain frame scenes of contemplative
reflection. Alongside scenes of coffee, neighbours, travel,
music, and urban life reside echoes of war, peace, and
resilience, creating a sense of connection through sakura
between cultures, seasons, and generations, where beauty
blossoms amid both joy and remembrance.
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sakura—
cherry blossoms on the wind
drifting to Islamabad
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Mihai Moldoveanu
Telega, Prahova, Romania
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stone birdbath —
a cherry blossom lands
on the moon
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Sheila Windsor
Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, UK
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blooming sakura
| learn to write your name
in Urdu
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Boryana Boteva
Sofia, Bulgaria
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her accent
soothing the sea
cherry blossoms
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Gareth Nurden
Newport, Wales

85



cherry blossoms—
path of light
along the river
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Giuliana Ravaglia
Marzabotto, Italy
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falling cherry blossom
a white butterfly
flutters its wings
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Lothar M. Kirsch
Kall, Germany
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letter from Japan —
a single cherry blossom
renews our friendship

— Byl
§ES Ty
‘gl:‘/'/o,djc/i[(}’ud/ln

BALYDXPE—HREHO

Eduard TARA
lasi, Romania
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after gigong
a single cherry blossom
on her bare foot
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Maeve O'Sullivan
Dublin, Ireland
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blossoming together
my cherry tree
and the April moon
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Boris Nazansky
Zagreb, Croatia
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cherry blossom
softening the sky
in dew-kissed pink
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Joanna Ashwell
Durham, UK
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flurry of petals
on the wedding rings
cherry blossom lane
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Barbara Anna Gaiardoni
Verona, Italy
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under the sakura moon—
the snail doesn't rush,
but it does not stop
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Ernesto Santiago
Athens, Greece
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Dean Williams, Kyoto, Japan
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cherry blossoms—
the neighbor's dog
barks me off
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Tomislav Maretic
Zagreb, Croatia
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sakura in full bloom
on the branches tied
leaves with wishes
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Viktoriya Marinova
Pleven, Bulgaria
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cherry blossom the bridesmaids in hot pink
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Clive Bennett
Caernarfon, North Wales, UK
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cherry blossoms burst
under warm sunlight
spring fiesta
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Sergio Batildi
Gallarate, Italy
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petals in the wind—
the funeral procession
sets out on its way
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Mihaela BABUSANU
Bacau, Romania
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at peace
with yourself
early cherry blossoms
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Vladislav Hristov
Plovdiv, Bulgaria
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delicate blossom
a nurseryman cradles
his newborn’s head
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John Hawkhead
Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire, England
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fluttering wings
of a white butterfly
cherry blossoms
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Mile Lisica
Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina
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pink rain
| hug
a cherry tree
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Oscar Luparia
Vercelli, Italy
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funeral day—
onto the coffin fall
cherry petals
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Branislav Brzakovié¢
Nis, Serbia

104



first cherry blossoms—
checking the forecast
again and again
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Vladislava Simonova
Kharkiv, Ukraine
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just for a photo—
passersby pause
along the cherry trees
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Zoltan Pachnik
Kaposvar, Hungary
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cherry blossom tree—
1 paint my sister’s name
in pink
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Lori Kiefer
London, United Kingdom
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after-wedding photos
the veil gets pink
with cherry blossoms
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Vessislava Savova
Sofia, Bulgaria
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sakura
the barefoot pilgrim
at the fountain
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Alfred Booth
Lyon, France
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cherry blossoms —
the old wall
edged with petals
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Jacek Margolak
Kielce, Poland

111



coffee to go —
between sips
a cherry petal
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Mata$ Niznansky
Brodské, Slovakia
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awakening
a thousand cherry blossoms
through the window
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Maria Concetta Conti
Tremestieri Etneo, Catania, Italy
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amidst the rubble
a cherry tree
in full bloom
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Jonathan Aylett
Ross-on-Wye, UK
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cherry blossoms
a beggar daydreams
of being rich
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Aljosa Vukovi¢
Sibenik, Croatia
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April sunshine —
under the cherry tree
a shower of petals
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Valérie Le Goff
Brussels, Belgium
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weeping cherry trees —
those once so close drift away
into other worlds
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Stoianka Boianova
Sofia, Bulgaria
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spring wind
cherry blossoms disperse
into my daydreams
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Amin Jacek Pedziwiater
Rzeszow, Poland
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braiding
into my hair . . .
the last cherry blossoms
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Valentina Meloni
Castiglione Del Lago, Perugia, Italy
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Maya Hiromi, Ehime Prefecture, Japan
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music
in the air
cherry blossoms
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Mark Gilbert
Nottingham, UK
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sudden breeze —
sakura petals
having zoomies
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Djurdja Vukelic Rozic
Ivanic-Grad, Croatia

122



the intimacy
of a hanami party —
love at first sight
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Paul Callus
Hal Safi, Malta
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dusty book
in the introduction
dried cherry blossoms
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Sebastian Chrobak
Bielsko-Biala, Poland
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deep silence ...
the cherry tree
greets me
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Slavena Nikolova
Sofia, Bulgaria
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on the doorstep
a friend’s parting gift...
cherry petals

/.:/'.’,&}JL—/'D/J
...J;L;’}}J’gu:/"}Js«g

L

EVSPRBEITHNDEEY ¥

Tony Williams
Scotland, UK
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peace talk...
cherry blossoms drift
from my neighbor’s tree
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Sasa Vazic
Batajnica, Serbia
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Nno one sees it—
the blossom chooses
the exact moment to fall
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Elena Menichetti
Rome, Italy
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early spring
old cherry tree
in the bridal gown
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Zrinko Simuni¢
Zagreb, Croatia

129



Sakurabito
a hop and another skip
in me and the dog
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Alan Summers
Chippenham, Wiltshire, UK
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open window
warm breeze carries
the scent of sakura
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Zeljko Vojkovié
Vis, Croatia
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pink flowers —
the cheeks of a little girl
in spring
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MICHELA INTROPIDO
Belgioioso, Italia
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by the Embassy of Japan in Pakistan
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subtle sweetness
rain carries the scent
of cherry blossoms
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Matgorzata Formanowska
Wroctaw, Poland
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children in the park
chasing cherry blossoms
waves of laughter
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Seamus O' Connor
Wexford, Ireland
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cherry orchard
the tailorbird sewing
a cradle
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Sara Winteridge
New Forest, England
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spring rain —
under the cherry tree
a regatta of petals
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Dragan Gortan
Pazin, Croatia
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cherry trees in bloom —
the moon pauses
above the orchard

— /Q{/’:u;’.uéf_dﬂ
el
/.:}ILE/@

RERBEDO LA LEESD

Genovel-Florentin Fratila
Rm-Sarat, Romania
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cherry blossoms
a lifetime of lovers
turning into butterflies
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Deborah Karl-Brandt
Sinzig, Germany
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confetti cascade
celebrating the marriage
of blossom and light
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Patricia Hawkhead
Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire, UK
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sakura wind
weaving the petals
through the hair
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Carla Volpati
Ponteranica, Bergamo, Italy
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shimmering sakura
a moonlit path
brings us closer
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Nadejda Kostadinova
Sofia, Bulgaria
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dawn—
the spider weaves
a cherry blossom
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Florin Golban
Bucuresti, Romania
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cherry blossoms —
still drips from the brush
the pink paint
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Krzysztof Kokot
Nowy Targ, Poland
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older now
in the light that holds me
cherry blossom dusk
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Thomas Powell
County Down, Northern Ireland
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Maya Hiromi, Ehime Prefecture, Japan
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Kyoto seashore—
dappled midday sunlight
through cherry blossom trees
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Margarit Zhekov
Sofia, Bulgaria
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let's go away
before it has faded
our cherry tree
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Angiola Inglese
Rapallo, Genova, Italy
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spring morning
bees rest on
cherry petals

b A U
40’1”/)5’0/ Sz

EDFRRICEOBRAT=-5

Nada Ja¢menica
Sveti Kriz Zacretje, Croatia
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a radiant beacon
in the middle of the orchard —
cherry tree in bloom
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Vasile Moldovan
Bucharest, Romania
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evening rush hour
the chatter of swallows
in the blossom rain
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Jeremy Haworth
Ballyadams, Ireland
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no home to go to
cherry blossoms blow
hither and thither
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Herb Tate
Jersey, United Kingdom
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gust —
through sakura branches
sunlight
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Martina Matijevic¢
Vidovci. Croatia
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a tourist
running with the wind
after cherry petals
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Refika Dedi¢
Biha¢, Bosnia and Herzegovina
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under a cherry tree
no hanami
just me
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Ann Smith
Pembrokeshire, UK
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a newborn
following with his eyes
first cherry blossoms
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Goran Gatalica
Zagreb, Croatia
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blooming cherry trees
lining the path to the temple
wind-flutes
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Tsanka Shishkova
EU, Bulgaria

157



bird cherry in bloom
white petals
in the bride’s braid
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Beata Czeszejko
Tarczyn, Poland
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unexpected guest —
a cherry blossom
on the doormat
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Capota Daniela Lacramioara
Galati, Romania
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bus stop —
a child counts
pink petals
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Nazarena Rampini
Pogliano Milanese, Italia
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buzzing all around
cherry blossoms in abundance
still not enough
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Miluse Mickova
Strakonice, the Czech Republic

162



urban landscape —
Kiku shidare zakura
in deep pink blossoms
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Katherine E Winnick
Brighton, United Kingdom
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stormy grey sky
the cherry blossoms bring
a ray of light
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Francoise Maurice
Draguignan, France
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spring breeze —
the park is flooded
with pink petals
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Katica Badovinac
Zagreb, Croatia
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lost love
under the cherry tree
fallen petals
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Olivier Schopfer
Geneva, Switzerland
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cherry blossoms
on the bench
the body’s outline
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Pepa Odjakova
Plovdiv, Bulgaria
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blossoming again —
the nana's finger
in the newborn's fist
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Denisa HanSutova
Piestany, Slovakia
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from the window
sakura drifting
on the river
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marc brimble
Catarroja, Espafia
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cupped hand
a down and out smiles
at the falling blossom
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Robert Kingston
Chelmsford, United Kingdom
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roadside solitude
through the dust cloud
a cherry tree blooms
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Irena Iris Szewczyk
Warsaw, Poland
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bending a branch
into my yard
the neighbors cherry tree
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Branka Vojinovic Jegdic
Podgorica, Montenegro
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in a meadow
without the wheelchair . . .
cherry petals
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Daniela Misso
San Gemini (TR), Italy
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drifting swallows
through the cherry blossoms ...
morning birdsong

I
LELUIELS
LA SE

TEEBSYNADHADESADY

Strider Marcus Jones
Paris, France
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petals on the breeze
laughter drifts through
childhood memories
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Ryan Fiennes
Lancashire, United Kingdom

176



dusk—
falling cherry petals
color the breeze
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Nina Kovacic
Zagreb, Croatia
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colorful streams —
beneath the snow-covered peak
cherry blossoms rain
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Minko Tanev
Sofia, Bulgaria
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cherry blossoms
the gentle caress of spring
on her rosy cheek
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Claudia Messelodi
Arco, Italy
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grey skies
between apartment buildings—
last year's cherry blossoms
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Emil Karla
Paris, France
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old fence painting —
one drifting cherry blossom
falls on my brush
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Jasminka Nadaskic Djordjevic
Smederevo, Serbia
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cherry blossoms —
in my childhood home
rewinding clocks
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Ana Drobot
Bucharest, Romania
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so little war
for a house to collapse —
petals in the wind
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Marie Derley
Ath, Belgium
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cherry trees
still in bloom
on my phone
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Pascal POZZO DI BORGO
Bastia, France
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cherry blossoms—
fading light
in her portrait
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Nicoletta Ignatti
Castellana Grotte, Italy
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no longer alone...
on the riverbank
cherry blossom and i
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Melissa Dennison
Bradford, West Yorkshire, England
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in the wind—
the scent of cherry blossoms
returning sweet memories
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Keith A. Simmonds
Rodez, France
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North nd South America
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Where journeys follow the blossoms

North and South America weave together haiku where cherry
blossoms become part of lives shaped by memory, movement,
and imagination. From prayers for peace and distant mountains
to spring classrooms, winding journeys, cameras, dogs, bees,
and rivers, the poems celebrate love, family, friendship, and the
simple pleasures of everyday life. Along with moments of
laughter and romance are echoes of loss, storms, borders, and
remembrance, while art, music, and cultural traditions deepen
the season's reflections. Sakura emerges as a symbol of
resilience, wonder, and the lasting link that transcends
emotions and moods through the living world.
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cherry blossoms...
Japan comes home
in pink silk
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Mary Oishi
Albuquergue, New Mexico, USA
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cherry blossoms
the scent across the border
brings us together

JALS
}":igfc_/.l:w/
‘aév%/"u:"

BRIEEROEFICHEEINY

Elena Brenneman
Amanda, Ohio, USA
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new moon—
cherry blossoms unfold
the night scent
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Sarah Mahina Calvello
San Francisco, California, USA
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spinning Earth
the quiet stillness
of sakura
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Marianne Paul
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada
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the clinking
of wind chimes . ..
sakura blossoms
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Valentina Ranaldi-Adams
Fairlawn, Ohio, USA
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arriving in time
to watch the cherry blossoms
midday moon
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Gordon Brown
Las Vegas, Nevada, USA
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morning sketch—
the streets outlined
in cherry blossoms
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Julie Bloss Kelsey
Germantown, Maryland, USA
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on the wind...
my prayer for peace
in a cherry blossom
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elehna de sousa
Salt Spring Island, British Columbia, Canada
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from child to child
an outbreak
of cherry blossoms
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Julie Schwerin
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, USA
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early spring
cherry blossoms mix
with grass clippings
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Nancy Brady
Huron, Ohio, USA
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first blossoms
the shamisen player
still tuning
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Tom Bierovic
DelLand, Florida, USA
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a cherry petal
on my camera lens
soft pink blur
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Bryan D. Cook
Orleans, Ontario, Canada
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Dean Williams, Kyoto, Japan
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doodles of sakura
in the book margins
spring semester
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Jackie Chou
Pico Rivera, California, USA
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petals softly fall
my heart skips
a beat
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valdez hill
Vacaville, California, USA
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twinkling
on sakura blossoms
distant stars
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Dorna Hainds
Lapeer, Michigan, USA
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scent of night breeze
pink blossoms drizzle
with laughter
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Chen-ou Liu
Ajax, Ontario, Canada
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Yoshino blossoms
play hide and seek
in the April snow
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Diane Puterbaugh
Jackson, Tennessee, USA
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tall fence—
an old cherry tree
blooms on both sides
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Patricia Haddock
San Francisco, California, USA
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scents hidden
in dusty whispers
cherry blossoms

L Y-

u:u;:r"f/)f!’:j
JELS

BIEEDS SPEICRESHFY

Roberta Beach Jacobson
Indianola, lowa, USA
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after the rain
the scent of cherry blossoms
in my hands
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Cendrine Marrouat
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
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cherry blossoms—
pink Kintsugi
paves sidewalk
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Patricia Carragon
Brooklyn, New York, USA
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dotted
with cherry blossoms . . .
a man sleeping on the street
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Nicholas Klacsanzky
Seattle, Washington, USA
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deep spring
the last petal falls
soundlessly
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Pamela A. Babusci
Rochester, New York, USA
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mother’s passing
this fallen branch
of sakura
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Debbie Strange
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
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paper petals
the perfume blossoming
with each fold
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Bonnie J Scherer
Palmer, Alaska, USA
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falling sakura
urging us onward
tread softly!
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Jenn Ryan-Jauregui
Tucson, Arizona, USA
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sakura fall
each petal loves me
loves me not
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Stephen J. DeGuire
Los Angeles, California, USA
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downpour
the cherry blossoms
holding on
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Joanne Morcom
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

220



lingering gaze
through the pink blossoms
early spring
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Jacob R. Moses
Staten Island, New York, USA
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cherry blossom
falling all alone
new moon
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Deborah A. Bennett
Carbondale, Illinois, USA
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the campus covered
in cherry blossom petals
finals week
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Ron Scully
Burien Washington, USA
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late spring —
cherry trees still in bloom
on the wallpaper
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Diane Descoteaux
Bon-Conseil, Quebec, Canada
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cherry blossoms
the rescue horse's frame
filling out
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Chad Lee Robinson
Pierre, South Dakota, USA
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pink moon
a cherry petal
in my teacup
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Leon Tefft
Greenville, South Carolina, USA
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morning rain—
cherry blossoms fall
from her umbrella
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Mark Forrester
Hyattsville, Maryland, USA
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spring surprise
cherry blossoms drift
onto snowy ground
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Suzan Fawcett
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, Canada
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Ehime Prefecture, Japan

Maya Hiromi
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reciting the rosary
cherry blossoms
bloom red
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Erin Castaldi
Mays Landing, New Jersey, USA
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fading cherry petals
bronze patina
on daibutsu
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Kevin Costa
Bellingham, Washington, USA
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sakura
blown from shakuhachi
my children hum
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William Vlach
San Francisco, California, USA
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sakura dream
the distance
yet to be traveled
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Biswajit Mishra
Alberta, Canada
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sakura
moving from petal to petal
the shadow of a bee
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Steve Schultz
Georgetown, Texas, USA
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cherry blossoms
a dog
catches its tail
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Soumya Mukherjee
New Jersey, United States of America
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hanami—
trees lower their branches
for a better view
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Sherry Reniker
Kent, Washington, USA
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bypassing all
language barriers
cherry blossoms
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Jahnavi Gogoi
Ajax, Ontario, Canada
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frayed rope of the canoe
under cherry blossoms
half-sunk
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Randy Brooks
Taylorville, Illinois, USA
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after the funeral—
she stirs cherry blossoms
into her tea
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Mark Stuart Farrar
Arizona, USA
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Senryu season
the flower poems
are all sakura
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Jerome Berglund
New Orleans, Louisiana, USA
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sleepless night...
cherry blossoms twirling
in the wind
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Ulrike Narwani
Sidney, British Columbia, Canada
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ladybugs
on my window—
sakura in bloom
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Sam Calhoun
Elkmont, Alabama, USA
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where the blossom fell
its outline traced
in number 2 pencil
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Alan S. Bridges
Bellingham, Washington, USA
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jacaranda
blushing to see
cherry blossoms
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dan smith
Chardon, Ohio, USA
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before the battle—
an old warrior rests
on a carpet of blossoms
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Kim Goldberg
Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada
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bookmarking
the romance paperback
cherry petals
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Edward Cody Huddleston
Baxley, Georgia, USA
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carrying me off
who knows where
drifting petals
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John Pappas
Boston, Massachusetts, USA
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cherry avenue —
years later
mother’s shadow lingers
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Kathabela Wilson
Pasadena, California, USA
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cherry blossoms
clustering around
the tourists

JAELSz
Ll e s
s ZusL

RADE Y 12K E THAE

Beth Skala
British Columbia, Canada
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hanami
a single blossom
tints her lips
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Scott Wiggerman
Albuquergue, New Mexico, USA
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moonless evening—
a scent of cherry blossoms
lingers in my hair
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Thomas Woods
Dayton, Nevada, USA
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a blush
cherry blossoms
kiss her cheeks
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Sherri J Moye-Dombrosky
Liberty, South Carolina, USA
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pink highlights
in Nani’s silver hair
cherry blossoms
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Morag Elizabeth Humble
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
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blossom viewing —
pink buds ribbon
the baby’s hair
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Roberta Beary
Betheada, Maryland, USA
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sakura—
the lingering hues
of spring dusk
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Jamie Wimberly
Roswell, Georgia, USA
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cherry blossoms
in her hair
a fluttering veil
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Tré
Blue Ridge, Virginia, USA
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dewy petals . ..
school kids pretend to have
painted fingernails
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Michael Dudley
Chatham, Ontario, Canada
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we agree
to disagree
cherry blossom rain
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Bryan Rickert
Belleville, Illinois, USA
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cherry blossoms
always in my pictures
the wind
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Rachel greve
Wisconsin, USA
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mystics linger
in the slow pink rain...
cherry blossoms
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Darrell Lindsey
Nacogdoches, Texas, USA
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leaving the temple
with renewed vision
cherry blossom cheeks
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Michele Harvey
Montreal, Canada
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cherry petals
the treehouse ladder
in full swing
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Marilyn Ashbaugh
Edwardsburg, Michigan, USA
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the way the breeze
whispers my name—
cherry blossoms
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Lafcadio
Chattanooga, Tennessee, USA

265



an ordinary moment
caught by surprise—
cherry blossoms
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Sondra J. Byrnes
Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA
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waiting for you
cherry blossom petals
drift away
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Anne-Marie Labelle
Magog, Canada
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Dean Williams, Kyoto, Japan
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shiny new car—
sakura drifting in the sky
through its reflections
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kjmunro
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, Canada
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into the breeze
the child throws a fist
of cherry blossoms
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John S Green
Bellingham, Washington, USA
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Mt. Fuji—
ash drifting down
like cherry petals
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Thomas L. Vaultonburg
Rockford, Illinois, USA
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black cherry blossoms
the nimbus sky blurs
only a long mountain
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Joshua St. Claire
New Freedom, Pennsylvania, USA
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discarded fan
adorned with cherry petals
spring breeze
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Gregory Skala
Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada
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petals cling to my arm
as if asking me to stay
a little longer
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Jim Niffen
The Colony, Texas, USA

274



hospice garden...
a nurse shakes
blossoms from mum’s hair
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Adele Evershed
Wilton, Connecticut, USA
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confetti
on her bridal gown
cherry blossoms
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Jenny Sharpe
Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada
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almost snowflakes
so many blossoms fall
on tea and poetry
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Thomas Smith
Austin, Texas, USA
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waiting room view
a cherry blossom tree
in black and white
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Doug Belleville
Brecksville, Ohio, USA
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tornado sirens
beside the firehouse
cherry blossoms
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Rowan Beckett Minor
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
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sakura at dusk
the cracked teacup holds
a line of sunlight
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Angeéle Lux
Val-des-Monts, Québec, Canada
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cherry blossom rain falling for you
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Wendy Cobourne
Homestead, Florida, USA
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our shadows
reaching to catch
the sakura blizzard
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J'Sun Howard
Chicago, Illinois, USA
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cherry blossoms
basking in the sun
first day of vacation
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Christine L. Villa
North Highlands, California, USA
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winter night
a pressed blossom
slips from my journal
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Jacqueline Pearce
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
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sakura breeze
a pink whirlwind
lifts our spirits
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Charlie Smith
Raleigh, North Carolina, USA
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after a stroll in the park
caught in my laces
a white blossom
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Marshall Hryciuk
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
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bump cherry blossoms
perfect Instagram moment ...
until wasps fall too
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Greg Beatty
Bellingham, Washington, USA
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yozakura—
the pink moon
in fragments
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Pamela Cooper
Westmount, Quebec, Canada
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Where petals carry memories

Africa reflects haiku where cherry blossoms accompany
moments of anticipation, remembrance, and transition. From
the promise of new beginnings and crowds gathered in
celebration to lipstick-bright blossoms, pressed petals tucked
inside well-loved books, autumn nights, and quiet farewells,
the poems find wonder in life’s fleeting passages. Through
journeys and the first light of daybreak, sakura becomes deeply
embedded in love, memory, and the courage to embrace both
arrivals and departures.

291



pink lipstick
she whispers cherry blossoms
into bloom
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Jaundré van Breda
Centurion, South Africa

292



after our parting
falling...
cherry blossoms
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Fatma Zohra Habis
Algiers, Algeria
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autumn night —
in a second-hand poem book
pressed cherry blossoms
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Sam Renda
Cape Town, South Africa

294



by the Embassy of Japan in Pakistan

295



blossom moon—
the crowd all around her
cheering for a yes
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Ibrahim Nureni
Lagos, Nigeria
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break of dawn
a bulbul cherry-picks
the pinkest blossoms
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Raphael d'Abdon
Pretoria, South Africa
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cherry blossoms
a petal is enough
to journey with me

JELZS 2
Laégd‘d%”%v{’
s LA

—HDIEV 5 TEL LFAE DR

Marvel Eri
Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria
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Where spring awakens the senses

Australia presents cherry blossoms as companions to life's
gentle awakenings. From spring greetings and blossom-lined
paths to moonlit skies, fragrant breezes, children's delight, and
sunlight filtering through sakura canopies, these haiku embrace
the season's gentle beauty. Moments of wonder unfold in
blossom-crowned hair, playful imagination, and lighter
footsteps, revealing nature's power to inspire joy, serenity, and
awakening. Cherry blossoms in these poems reflect innocence
and the quiet grace that transforms ordinary days into cherished
memories.
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spring greetings
on her kimono
cherry blossoms
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Tuyet Van Do
Melbourne, Australia
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spring breeze
through the blossom
our step a little lighter
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Vanessa Proctor
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
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daybreak ...
the full moon at rest
among cherry blossoms
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Marilyn Humbert
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
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cherry tree in bloom
a teenage boy rides
its bough
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Lorraine Haig
Tasmania, Australia
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scented breeze . . .
a crown of blossoms
in the little girl's hair
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Ron C. Moss

Tasmania, Australia
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daybreak
glimpse of sunshine
through the sakura canopy
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Subhashini Jayatilake
Sydney, Australia
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in the breeze
my thoughts become
cherry blossom whispers
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Diana Davison
Brisbane, Australia
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Where petals follow the rhythms of spring

The Middle East reveals haiku that express a profound
connection with nature through the imagery of cherry
blossoms. From the murmur of bees gathering nectar to petals
drifting alongside passing walkers, the poems celebrate the
subtle rhythms of early spring. These haiku depict a deep yet
subtle bond between humanity and the natural world, where the
quiet beauty of the smallest elements of the landscape gently
unfolds.
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yayoi —
drops of cherry nectar
murmur in the hive
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Sheikha A.
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
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early spring—
sakura petals
follow the walkers
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Issam Haj- Azmi Wazwaz
Amman, Jordan
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Where spring leaves a gentle touch

Oceania evokes haiku where cherry blossoms illuminate
experiences of quiet delight and gentle transformation. From
moonlight stretching through blossoming branches to rosy
cheeks, drifting sakurafubuki, and the soft hues of spring, the
poems celebrate beauty in both nature and human experience.
Their delicate imagery and moments of serene happiness reveal
sakura as a beacon of gentleness and lightness, whose presence
lingers long after the petals have fallen.
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lengthening branches of moonlight cherry blossom
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Julie Bates
Christchurch, New Zealand
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cherry blossoms —
dimples on her cheeks
soft pink
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Anne Curran
Hamilton, Waikato, New Zealand
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sakurafubuki . . .
| find a spring
in my step

.. .d/LJ/,JU[l/
Uy 2

A

BRWRERRY ICERDIT-5

Jenny Polstra
Waikato, Aotearoa/New Zealand
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